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letter informed him that he must resume his work
at once or consider his engagement ended. This
peremptory letter brought him back to London, to
consult his cousin Robert Russell. He found him for
the first time utterly indifferent to a tale of wrong.
Robert was in love. Instead of considering Russell's
position he grew expansive upon his own, and instead
of examining Russell's important correspondence he
produced letters from hisjtance'e, and read and re-read
aloud the more striking passages. Hurrying to the
Morning Chronicle office in the Strand, Russell was
informed that Mr. Delane, senior, was " out," and it
was impossible to say when he would be " in." Russell
understood .what that meant and did not press
the matter. Mr. Cook, however, was "in," and he
informed Russell immediately he entered the room
that the editor himself was obliged to work whether
he was well or ill, and that the staff was not an
invalid corps. He was sure the illness was real, but,
nevertheless, he did not want to examine doctors'
certificates.

Russell considered himself genuinely unable to
work, and had no alternative but to consider his
engagement at an end. On the same evening he
returned to Dublin, to think over the situation, which
was by no means encouraging. Owing to his wife's
health he was obliged to conceal from her the failure
of his mission to London. To London, however, they
both returned, where he took lodgings at 7, China
Terrace, Kensington, and set to work to read for the
Bar, as well as to do such literary work as his head
would permit. He attended the Courts and Appeal
Cases in the House of Lords whilst waiting for some-
thing to turn up. Meanwhile he had two curious